DAUGHTERS   OF   ^UEEN   VICTORIA

Queen Adelaide,   The Prince Consort could never

understand how it was that people of intelligence

could enjoy spending solid hours in seeing a cluster

of horses flash past the Royal box at long intervals,

and Ascot this year,  he wrote to  Stockmar,  was

more  tedious  than  usual  owing  to  the  incessant

rain.   He noticed that the elder Hesse son, Louis,

and Alice were mutually attracted, though *c fortu-

nately " (a clear allusion to the Queen's determination

to put off Alice's marriage as long as she reasonably

could) Louis did not approach them about it*   But

there was no doubt about the attraction,,  and he

expected "further advances from the young man's

family. "   He thought the Hesscs good, respectable

people, and they were well-connected, for the Em-

press of Russia was Prince Charles's sister, and Louis

was the heir-presumptive to the ancient Duchy and

occupied in Hesse exactly the same position as did

Prince Frederick in Prussia.   Like him he was a

very moral and manly young fellow, and he was

full   of  gaiety   and   high   spirits.1    The   expected

advances from his family followed.   Princess Charles,

Louis's mother, conveyed to the Queen how deeply

her son admired Alice, and for themselves they would

heartily  welcome   the   match.   But   if the   young

man's parents thought that Louis was to be allowed

to offer himself without any further delay, they were

much in error.   He should be asked to Windsor

again in six month's time :   that was quite soon

enough for the present*   Simultaneously there came

good  news  from  Berlin,   Princess   Frederick  had
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